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Last March, Secretary of the Interior 
Dirk Kempthorne joined Governor 
Bobby Jindal at the Governor’s Mansion 
to announce the removal of the brown 
pelican from Endangered Species Act 
protection in those areas of the Gulf and 
Pacific coasts, the Caribbean and Central 

and South America where the birds have 
recovered.  Kempthorne noted that the 
pelican’s recovery is due in large measure 
to the federal ban on the general use of 
the pesticide DDT in 1972, after former 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Biologist 
Rachel Carson published Silent Spring 
and alerted the nation to the dangers of 
unrestricted pesticide use.  

There are now more than 620,000 
brown pelicans found across Florida and 
the Gulf and Pacific Coasts and in the 
Caribbean and Latin America.  Louisiana, 
long known as the “Pelican State,” has 
been a key partner with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in efforts to recover the 
pelican in the Gulf Coast region.  The 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and Florida Game and Fresh 

Water Fish Commission jointly imple-
mented a restoration project involving a 
total of 1,276 young pelicans that were 
captured at sites in Florida and released 
at three sites in southeastern Louisiana 
during the 13 years of the project.  Over 
350,000 brown pelicans have been pro-

duced in Louisiana since 1971.
Efforts to protect the brown peli-

can led to the birth of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System more than a 
century ago in central Florida, where a 
German immigrant named Paul Kroegel 
became appalled by the indiscriminate 
slaughter of pelicans for their feath-
ers.  His impassioned pleas to President 
Theodore Roosevelt led Roosevelt to cre-
ate the first National Wildlife Refuge at 
Pelican Island in 1903 and name Kroegel 
its first refuge manager.  More than a cen-
tury later, there are 548 national wildlife 
refuges, many of which have played key 
roles in the brown pelican’s recovery.

If the proposed delisting of the 
brown pelican is finally approved, fed-
eral agencies would not be required to 

consult with the USF&WS to ensure that 
any action they authorize, fund, or carry 
out will avoid or minimize harm to the 
species.  Other federal laws, such as the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Lacey 
Act, would continue to protect the brown 
pelican, its nests and its eggs from harm.  
Further, the service is working with state 
natural resource agencies where the brown 
pelican occurs to develop cooperative 
management agreements to ensure that 
the species continues to be monitored 
and protected.  The Endangered Species 
Act requires the service to work with the 
state natural resource agencies to monitor 
the population and threats to the species 
for a minimum of five years after it is 
delisted.  Should the population numbers 
decrease or the threats to pelicans change, 
brown pelicans can be relisted under the 
Endangered Species Act.  

The brown pelican was first declared 
endangered in 1970 under the Endangered 
Species Conservation Act, a precursor 
to the current Endangered Species Act. 
The brown pelican in Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, and northward along the Atlantic 
Coast states was removed from the list 
of endangered species in 1985. The pro-
posed delisting applies to all remaining 
protected populations of brown pelicans.

Fish & Wildlife Service Director Dale Hall (seated, left), Governor Bobby Jindal, and LDWF Secretary Robert 
Barham witness the signing of the Notice of Intent by Secretary of the Interior, Dirk Kempthorne, to remove 
the brown pelican from the list of threatened and endangered species.  

Brown Pelican Proposed for Delisting

Photo by Jon Barry
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Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal held 
a mid-August press conference to announce 
plans to spend a billion dollars over the next 
several months on projects to help restore 
Louisiana’s diminishing coast and protect 
coastal communities.  The announcement 
was made on the heels of an agreement with 
the federal government giving the state 30 
years to match federal funds anticipated 
for coastal protection and restoration work.  
According to the Governor’s Assistant for 
Coastal Activities Garret Graves that freed 
up $300 million in state dollars which can 
now be applied to implement projects in the 
near term.

Among the restoration projects 
described by the Governor and Graves is 
the Caminada Headlands/Barataria Basin 
Shoreline Restoration which will provide 
a buffer to storm surge in Jefferson and 
Lafourche Parishes.  The $70 million project 
will address beach and wetland erosion prob-
lems from Caminada Pass to Belle Pass and 
help protect Louisiana Highway 1 and other 
infrastructure, businesses and dwellings in 
Grand Isle, Caminada and Port Fourchon.

In describing the project, Graves stated, 
“This includes a commitment from the state 
to acquire and restore Elmer’s Island and 
make it available to the public for fishing 
and other recreational uses.”

In reaction to the announcement, 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation (LWF) 
Executive Director Randy Lanctot said, 
“This is the first time since LWF initiated 
the Elmer’s Island Campaign in early 2002 
that we have heard such encouraging words 

from the Governor’s Office.  We couldn’t 
be more pleased and thank Governor Jindal 
for making this a priority for his admin-
istration and Mr. Graves for recognizing 
the importance of preserving Elmer’s Island 
and opening it once again to the citizens of 
Louisiana.”

Elmer’s Island is a barrier beachfront 
with low dunes, mud and sand flats, marsh, 
lagoon and tidal channel comprising about 
1700 acres on the west side of Caminada 
Pass from Grand Isle in Jefferson Parish.  It 
traditionally has been open to the public for 
fishing and camping for a small fee.  It was 
closed to the public in 2002 by the owner 
due primarily to liability issues and a lack of 
desire to continue operating the enterprise.  
It is one of the few land accessible beaches 
on the Louisiana coast and has been a popu-
lar destination for fishing, camping, birding 
and beachcombing for many years.

Other restoration projects to receive 
funding include $37million for a sediment 
pipeline for restoration of Plaquemines, 
Jefferson and Lafourche Parishes creating a 

dedicated, long-distance pipeline from the 
west bank of Plaquemines Parish to Jefferson 
and Lafourche Parishes. After completion of 
this sediment pipeline, the state will move 
forward on similar projects on the Calcasieu 
River, Atchafalaya River into Terrebonne 
Parish and other areas in Plaquemines 
Parish on the Mississippi River.  The Bayou 
Lafourche Freshwater Diversion will receive 
$24 million to complete the first phase of 
the project and allow for a diversion of 300 
feet per second on the bayou.  Beneficial Use 
of Dredged Material will receive $26 million 
to restore coastal wetlands and $45 million is 
allocated for the Cameron Parish Shoreline.

“If done properly, all these projects can 
benefit Louisiana’s fish and wildlife sources,” 
said Lanctot, “while at the same time con-
tributing to the protection of coastal com-
munities.  It is exciting to think that we are 
finally ready to implement coastal restora-
tion on a larger scale.”

Jindal Announcement on Coastal 
Spending Commits State to Elmer’s Island

Callie Dunn kicks off the Elmer's Island campaign in 2002.

Location map of Elmer's Island.
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Bon Jour, Mes Amis.

This month I turn 91 years old.  Thank 
God for all I have been able to do.  But life 
is very different nowadays for me as I am 
older – no hunting; no fishing; no going to 
sportsmen’s meetings and events.  It’s gotten 
to be a very dull life.  We (Erna and I) have 

five children, 12 grandchildren and 24 great 
grandchildren.  Some of them do not visit 
very much, going to school and participat-
ing in all the extra activities (which is good 
for them).  

As busy as I used to be, it’s too quiet 
now – few phone calls and visitors, meetings 
and social events.  

Joe Herring, Randy Lanctot, Charlie 
Tollejon and Sonny Ourso stop by now and 
then.  Some bring me fish.  Randy brought 
fresh speckled trout and a bag of vegetables 
from his garden.  A few brought ducks and 
geese (Erna still can make a great gumbo!) 
– Donald LaPort, Sonny Ourso, Richard 
Dugas and Darby Landaiche.  Thanks a mil-
lion, fellows.

Having visitors is like medicine for me; 
and phone calls, too.  A few more would be 
wonderful.  

I know that gas is high as one of my 
sons fills up the tank in Erna’s car and 

reports on the cost (We don’t drive anymore, 
but the kids take us around in it and also 
sometimes use it themselves.)  But even so, 
get into the outdoors as much as you can, 
while you can.

I do get to catch some fish and bag a 
few ducks while watching Gary Rispone, Joe 
Macaluso and sometimes Don Dubuc on 
the Paradise Louisiana cable TV show.  Gary 
was one of my Scouts in Troop 29 when I 
was Scoutmaster many years ago.  Watching 
is good, but there’s nothing like doing for 
real yourself.

Geese remain in the lake near my home 
by Bellingrath Lake Subdivision.  On Easter 
I walked in my driveway and a flock of 

honking geese flew over in gun range – I 
was in heaven, acting like I was in a blind 
and ready to shoot.  Years ago, Prof. Glasgow 
at LSU honored me with a “Doctor of 
Quackology” certificate.  As I have reported 
before, my children and grandsons don’t do 
much hunting or fishing.  I’ve been told that 
I burned them out when they were kids.

So, please come by for a visit, or give me 
a call to share your hunting and fishing tales.  
My freezer would welcome a bag of filets or 
a couple of ducks, also.  

Ole Tibby 

DISTRICT 1

Woodlands Trail and Park

DISTRICT 2

Bayou Gun Clubb

Jefferson Rod and Gun Club

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation

DISTRICT 3

Iberia Rod and Gun Club

DISTRICT 4

Red River Refuge Alliance

DISTRICT 5

Friends of Black Bayou

DISTRICT 6

American Sportsmen Against Poachers

Citizens For A Clean Environment

East Ascension Sportsmen’s League

Triangle “T” Sportsmen’s League

DISTRICT 7

Acadiana Sportsmen’s League

DISTRICT 8

Avoyelles Wildlife Federation

Rapides Wildlife Association

DISTRICT 9

Louisiana Toledo Bend Lake Association

South Toledo Bend Civic Association

STATEWIDE

Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs

Bayou State Bowhunters Association

Black Bear Conservation Committee

Louisiana Association of Professional 		

	 Biologists

La. Chapter, National Wild Turkey 		

	 Federation

La. Chapter, Safari Club International

Louisiana Trappers and Alligator Hunters 	

	 Association

A F F I L I A T E 
C L U B S

T I B B Y  S E Z

Ole Tibby

Erna
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
	 Your investment in “Conserving our natural resources 

and the right to enjoy them.”

Please enroll me as a member of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation
Visit our web site at www.lawildlifefed.org where you can join online. 

Name:______________________ Email Addres___________________________________
Address:________________________________________(City)_____________________(State)_______(Zip)__________
Phone: Home__________________Work__________________
Check preferred member category below, attach your payment, and mail to:
LWF, P.O. Box 65239 Audubon Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70896-5239.
   Sustaining – $35 (LWF lapel pin or logo license plate)
   Sponsor – $100 (sponsor plaque)
   Business – $50 (LWF logo T-shirt; M - L - XL)
   Corporate – $1,000 (framed, limited edition s/n wildlife print)
   Basic/Student – $15
  Payment enclosed but don’t send me anything but Louisiana WILDLIFE Federation magazine.
Please send information about your   individual or   corporate life membership.
All levels of membership include a subscription to Louisiana WILDLIFE Federation magazine.

http://www.lawildlifefed.org
http://www.nwf.org
mailto:lwf@lawildlifefed.org
http://www.lawildlifefed.org


http://www.americaswetland.com



